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IDEAS Centre will be attending and participating in a book launch at the headquarters of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in
Geneva on 17 May 2016 at 15:00 in Room W.
The Future of the Global Trade Order is edited by Carlos Braga and Bernard Hoekman, and published by the European University
Institute and the IMD. The book contains a chapter written by Mr Clemens Boonekamp, Associate Partner at IDEAS Centre and
former head of the Agriculture and Trade Policy Review divisions at the WTO. Entitled Regional Trade Agreements and the WTO, it
deals with the current relationship and impact of preferential trade deals on the multilateral trading system.
The book is publicy available online on this link.
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Abstract of the book

Trading System | PART FOUR

The inability of WTO Members to conclude the Doha Round has led many to question the effectiveness of one of the major pillars of
global governance and the commitment of governments to multilateralism. As argued in the contributions to this volume, the
performance of the international trade order is in fact much better than it is perceived to be. The WTO has enhanced the rule of law in
commercial policy, as exemplified by its effective and unique dispute settlement mechanism. The trade order has also proven capable
of accommodating large new trading nations, most notably China. Major shifts in economic power balances since the creation of the
WTO in 1995 lie at the heart of the failure of the Doha Round and the turn by countries towards preferential trade agreements. These
increasingly address areas of policy that are not covered, or are covered only tangentially, by the WTO, and raise important questions
regarding the future of the world trade order. The contributors to this book make a strong case that it is past time that WTO Members
move away from a business as usual approach, but also demonstrate that there are strong incentives for multilateral cooperation on
both longstanding policy concerns – such as agricultural support policies – and new challenges associated with the global governance
of the digital economy.
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